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Answer THREE (3) of the following questions: 


1. Is ‘family’ a meaningful social category? Consider in your discussion the diversity of family 
forms, shared households, sole households, same-sex partnerships, friendship. 


2. Compare and contrast functionalist perspectives of the family with feminist critiques of the family. 
Which perspective best helps us understand contemporary family life in Australia and why? 


3. Discuss postmodern understandings of the family. How do they help explain the diversity of 
family forms found in Australian society today? 


4. Evaluate the claim that the extended family is of declining importance in contemporary societies. 


5. Evaluate the claim that the family as a construct is complex and becoming increasingly dynamic. 
Your discussion must include the changes (such as marriage, cohabitation, divorce etc) in patterns 
of Australian families over recent times. 


6. Describe and explain, giving examples, changes to roles within families, domestic labour and 
power relationships within families. 


7. Childhood can be understood as a social construction and not a natural state. Discuss this 
understanding paying attention to the changing conceptions of childhood in the past 300 years or 
so. 


8. Discuss what is meant by “domestic violence”. Include an analysis of the common myths about 
domestic violence in your discussion. 
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